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Giving God’s pure gospel to thirsty souls 
 

 

Decisions Made in Light of COVID-19 and Governor Evers’ Order 

At its meeting on March 16, Living Water’s Council discussed what to do about gospel ministry at Living 

Water, especially in light of Governor Evers’ March 16 order which bans groups of people larger than fifty. 

The discussion was thorough. It was based on scriptural principles and love for people, both those within our 

congregation and those without. This letter is probably just one of a series of communications that will have 

to come out in the days ahead. It intends to be more thorough so that future messages can be briefer. 

In this letter you will find a) decisions reached on the most pressing issues, b) encouragements from your 

congregational leaders, c) some background on the discussions, and d) thoughts about moving forward. 

Decisions Reached 

 Midweek Wednesday Lent Services will not be held corporately (i.e., bodily as a group). 

However, Pastor is working with leadership on a way to provide scriptural content in a digital 

format. That could be in the form of a livestream, a recorded video available on demand, and/or 

audio recording available for downloading. More information will come out soon. 

 Wednesday fellowship dinners are, thus, also canceled. Thank you to all who hosted this year! 

 Sunday worship will be offered in two different services, one at 8 am and then repeated at 10 

am. Monday service will meet as normal. The goal is to “spread out” attendance over those three 

times so that numbers are below fifty at each service. Fellowship, Sunday School, and Bible class will 

not meet in person to accommodate this schedule and allow for sanitizing measures to take place. 

Encouragements from Your Leaders 

 These decisions are not intended to guilt anyone into coming to worship. If a member is at all 

concerned about anything in their conscience, they do well before God and others to stay home. Your 

personal, prayerful decision will be supported. 

 If you do not come to worship in person, take advantage of the Word proclaimed through 

digital means. We hope to launch some sort of video format which captures services for your 

viewing. We will continue uploading sermon recordings to our website. 

 If a member is ill in any way, they should stay at home out of love for others. We want to 

mitigate the spread and do not want to be careless. 

 Practice “social distancing” in gathering spaces and the sanctuary. Keep six feet of distance 

between you and others; everyone will understand. Use greetings other than handshakes. 

 Read this message from WELS President, Pastor Mark Schroeder: < https://wels.net/facing-

covid-19-together-a-message-from-our-synod-president/>. 

http://www.livingwaterlutheran.com/site/cpage.asp?sec_id=140007750&cpage_id=140045783&slug=Sermons
https://wels.net/facing-covid-19-together-a-message-from-our-synod-president/
https://wels.net/facing-covid-19-together-a-message-from-our-synod-president/


 Councilmen and Pastor Voss are available to be reached. If you have questions, comments, or 

concerns, reach out to any of them and speak with them. Please be patient with them if they do not 

get back to you right away. 

Background on the Discussion 

Again, Council’s discussions were grounded in scriptural principles and in concern for people within and 

without our congregation. During the discussion, Council observed the following: 

1. God certainly desires that Christians gather together regularly for worship, and so do we. We 

desire to meet in person because we recognize there is no true replacement for corporate worship 

where Christians are encouraged and encourage others in person. Any changes to our worship 

schedule is unfortunate, even if those changes may be unavoidable. 

2. The Fourth and Fifth Commandments apply in a situation like this. We are to obey and respect 

the governing authorities as they carry out their God-given responsibilities, and we are to do all we 

can to protect our neighbors and keep them from harm. In limiting the size of worship gatherings, the 

government does not seem to be attempting to deny our freedom of religion. Rather, government 

authorities have issued temporary mandates that they believe will protect citizens from harm. 

3. Since all of these biblical principles are valid, it is legitimate for us to strive to comply with 

governmental regulations on the one hand and, on the other, to find alternate means to enable 

God’s people to be fed with Word and sacrament. 

4. This is an extraordinary opportunity to let our light shine as a congregation. Our mission 

statement is about giving God’s pure gospel to thirsty souls in our congregation, community, and 

world. How can you individually serve your community in Christian love? How might we do that as a 

congregation without appearing careless towards health and government orders? 

Moving Forward 

 Check your email, our website, and our Facebook page regularly. If you know members who 

don’t regularly check email, please pass this information to them. We want no one to be in the dark. 

 Because the situation is so fluid, changes to the decisions above and to other ministry 

opportunities may be made quickly. We will continue to update you. 

 Consider how this might affect the way you give your thank offerings. Living Water does offer e-

giving and can provide you more information on that. God has blessed us financially, and we trust he 

will provide through his people in these irregular times. 

In Conclusion 

This is not the first time God’s people worship lives have been affected. David had to flee for his life from Saul 

and lamented being driven away from worship at the temple. During the Babylonian Captivity, God’s people 

“wept” when they remembered worship life back in Jerusalem (Psalm 137:1). We join in their frustration 

because we say with the psalmist, “How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD Almighty! My soul yearns, even 

faints, for the courts of the LORD” (Psalm 84:1,2). 

But we also know that as God preserved his Church and the faith of his believers then, he will do so now. The 

Holy Spirit strengthens our faith wherever we encounter the gospel. We pray that God blesses the measures 

we take as a church and nation, that he keeps you safe, and that he speeds the day when things return to 

“normal.” We have this confidence, “O LORD Almighty, blessed is the one who trusts in you” (Psalm 84:12). 

On behalf of the Council and in Christ, the Lord of the Church, 

Pastor Aaron Voss (pastor.a.voss@gmail.com / 262-330-3399) 

March 17, 2020 

http://www.livingwaterlutheran.com/site/default.asp?sec_id=140007750
https://www.facebook.com/LWLCWL/
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